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aboutus 

Hailing from “America’s Finest City”, San Diego, CA, Presidio Brass is a dynamic force in American brass 
chamber music. With a unique and exciting repertoire written specifically for the ensemble, the Presidio Brass 
is committed to providing engaging musical programs as well as developing close ties to their audiences. 
Presidio has concertized nationally, presenting formal recitals as well as educational outreach programs 
throughout the United States. The ensemble was formed primarily to promote musical education and 
appreciation in the next generation. Their educational programs have been featured in the San Diego Union-
Tribune. 

Members of the Presidio Brass have been seen with major symphony orchestras, including the London 
Philharmonic and Los Angeles Philharmonic; can be heard on soundtracks ranging from video games to major 
motion pictures; and have been educated at several of America’s finest institutions, including the Juilliard 
School, Boston Conservatory, Manhattan School of Music and USC.  
 
Presidio Brass has released two recordings: Stolen Moments, a collection of popular classical and jazz selections, 
and Christmas Day, an assortment of well-known holiday favorites. Both albums are on the Dunrobin Music 
Label. A new recording of film music is scheduled to be released early next year.  
 
 

Originally from Los Angeles, Ray Nowak is a trumpet player and founding member of the Presidio Brass. He can be seen 
performing with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, the London Philharmonic, the Pacific Symphony, Opera Pacific, the Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra and the San Diego Symphony. Recently he appeared on both the Tonight Show with Jay Leno and the 
Ellen DeGeneres Show performing with Kanye West. Ray was Assistant Principal Trumpet of the Orquesta Sinfonica de 
Tenerife for 5 years in the Canary Islands, Spain and has also held positions with Orquesta Sinfonica de Galicia, Spain as 
Assistant Principal Trumpet, Festival della Valle d’Itria, Martina Franca, Italy as Principal, Orquesta de Baja California, Tijuana, 
Mexico as Principal, the Pacific Music Festival, Sapporo, Japan, and the Royal Band at Huis Ten Bosch, Nagasaki, Japan.  
 
Ray maintains a busy private teaching studio and coaches for several school programs including one of California’s most 
prestigious middle school programs, South Pointe Middle School.  Ray holds a Bachelor of Arts in Music from the California 
State University at Long Beach and a Masters Degree in Music Performance from UCLA. 
 

Born and raised in White Plains, New York, trumpeter Bill Owens joined the Presidio Brass in September of 2006. While 
attending the Juilliard School in New York, Bill was an active soloist giving three solo recitals in both Paul and Morse recital halls 
in Lincoln Center as well as solo performances in Alice Tully Hall. He has performed the Haydn Concerto with The Yonkers 
Philharmonic, and has performed both Arutunian’s Concerto and Jeff Curnow’s Concertpiece for Trumpet and Band with the 
Westchester Wind Symphony. As an orchestral musician, Bill has given performances at BargeMusic, the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art and with The American Chamber Orchestra, The New England Symphonic Ensemble and The North-Eastern 
Pennsylvania Philharmonic as well as all of the performing ensembles at The Juilliard School.  
 
Besides performing great music, Bill also arranges and interprets great music for his instrument and the Presidio Brass within 
varying chamber settings. He believes that good music is good music regardless of the instrument that is was originally intended 
for. Bill can be heard on The American Brass Quintet’s newest CD, “In Gabriel’s Day.” 
 

 

 

 



Mike McCoy, a San Diego native, has been the horn player for the Presidio Brass since its inception. In addition to Presidio, 
he currently performs in the horn sections of San Diego Symphony, San Diego Opera, Opera Pacific and Pacific Symphony with 
whom he recently completed a European tour. Mike has played lead horn with the traveling Broadway shows Lion King and 
Tommy and is an active movie and commercial recording artist with notable credits including Mr.  Jones (1993), Kate & Leopold 
(2002), and was lead horn on the Everquest game soundtrack. He has played with the Billings Symphony, Riverside 
Philharmonic, San Diego Chamber Orchestra, Nevada Symphony, Mexico City Philharmonic, Orchestra de Baja California, 
Strauss Symphony of America, toured the West Coast as a soloist with the New England Youth Ensemble, and played lead horn 
in Carnegie Hall under John Rutter. He has been affiliated with the Millennia Consort, Westwind Brass, Brador Brass and Helix 
Brass Ensemble. Mike studied at the San Diego School for the Creative and Performing Arts, followed by San Diego State 
University and Boston Conservatory of Music. 
  

Trombonist Sean Reusch, originally from Toms River, NJ, is a founding member of the Presidio Brass. He has performed with 
the San Diego Symphony, San Diego Opera, San Diego Chamber Orchestra, Los Angeles Opera, Pacific Symphony, Pasadena 
Symphony, New West Symphony, Redlands Symphony, San Bernardino Symphony, and the Riverside Symphony. He is 
currently a member of the Nittany Trombone Quartet and the Velvet Bones Trombone Quartet and can be heard on Beyond 
Music and Reference Recordings labels. Sean has performed with artists such as Michael Crawford, Johnny Mathis, Art 
Garfunkel, David Sanborn, Isaac Hayes, Eddie Daniels, Natalie Cole, and Marvin Hamlisch. 
 
As an educator, Sean was the Assistant Band Director at Roosevelt Middle School and Vista High School and has taught 
trombone at SDSU, Point Loma Nazarene College and Grossmont College and is currently on faculty at UCSD, Palomar 
College, and Mira Costa College. Sean maintains a large private teaching studio and many of his students have gone on to 
study music at prestigious conservatories including USC, UCLA, San Francisco Conservatory, Oberlin Conservatory and 
Cleveland Institute of Music. Sean holds a Master of Music Degree in Performance from the Manhattan School of Music and is 
currently working on completing a doctoral degree in performance from UCLA.   
 

A native of Los Angeles, Scott Sutherland is the tuba player and primary music arranger for the Presidio Brass. Currently, he 
serves as principal tuba of the Riverside County Philharmonic Orchestra and has performed with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, 
San Diego Opera, and the New West, Long Beach and San Diego Symphonies. As a soloist, he has been featured with the San 
Diego Symphony, Riverside County and Burbank Philharmonic Orchestras. Scott played on the soundtrack to Pearl Harbor and 
has appeared with such artists as John Williams, Stevie Wonder, Quincy Jones, Jerry Goldsmith, Alf Clausen, Christian McBride 
and Louis Bellson. Scott is also active as a composer and arranger. His jazz composition, What Were You Thinkin’? was 
recorded by the USC Elf Jazz Ensemble, directed by Shelly Berg, and his arrangement for solo trumpet and orchestra of George 
Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess has been performed by the Pacific Symphony.  
 
As an educator, Scott was a brass pedagogy teaching assistant while attending UCLA and spent a year as a certificated school 
band/orchestra director for the Pasadena Unified School District. He is currently on the faculty at Palomar College and has 
taught at the Idyllwild Arts Summer Music Festival and the Young Musicians Foundation Summer Orchestra Program. Scott 
earned his Bachelor of Music degree from USC and a Master of Music degree from UCLA. 

reviews 
 
“…the premier exponents of brass chamber music on the West Coast….”  --Santa Barbara �ews-Press 
 

“…a wild ride of blazing technique and seamless precision….”  --Ponca City �ews 
 
“Presidio Brass is a shining example of contemporary ensemble performance--crisp, disciplined playing, an engaging 
demeanor, and an ability to simultaneously honor the past and embrace the future.”  --Randy Hoffman/ Publicity 
Coordinator and Concert Hour Curator/Palomar College 
 
“We wanted to extend a great THANK YOU for the Presidio Brass performance at our school June 7th, 2006. It 
was an exciting and enjoyable show, not just for the kids in band, but for all the students who heard it. In fact, three 
students not in band have now joined, just because they had such a great time listening to you. The group’s 
professionalism and understanding of their audience made it one of the best experiences we’ve had with performing 
groups at the school.”  --Steve Acciani/Director of Bands/South Pointe Middle School 
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What Everyone is Saying…What Everyone is Saying…What Everyone is Saying…What Everyone is Saying…    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

news media 
“…the premier exponents of brass chamber music on the West Coast….”   
 

Santa Barbara �ews-Press 
Santa Barbara, CA 
 
“…a wild ride of blazing technique and seamless precision….”   
 

Ponca City �ews 
Ponca City, OK 
 
“…the five dazzled the audience from the zippy opener, the “Overture to Russlan and Ludmilla,” played at 
breakneck speed (a tempo, in fact, that would have the strings in Glinka’s original orchestration gasping for breath) 
to a suite from the ever-popular “West Side Story”… 
 
Solo lines were played throughout these pieces with the utmost sensitivity, showcasing the remarkable talents of 
each individual player….” 
 
Anoka Union �ews 
Anoka, M� 
 
“…the performance and master class by the San Diego-based Presidio Brass quintet was a wailing success.” 
   
Lompoc Record 
Lompoc, CA 

 

presenters 
"Presidio Brass! Best concert of the year…well presented…very personable. I felt like I had known them all my life 
when the concert was over. You couldn’t help but wish them all the best in their careers and really wished you had 
them as neighbors and friends and could see them anytime you wished. 
 
They also worked with middle school band students and that was totally awesome, the way they held the kids 
attention, telling them to practice, practice, practice and showing how that could be fun. Showed them how to break 
down a song, put the melody to it, the ins and outs of what they do. They performed some of their pieces for the 
kids and it could not have been better. 
 
Thanks to Presidio Brass for a totally wonderful evening!”  
 
David Ouzts, Board Member 
Entertainment Series of Irving 
Irving, TX 

 



“As I listened to my friends and neighbors rave about Presidio Brass’s performance, I was hoping they would take 
time to tell you also. I got a lot of hugs, too, because of the enrichment you brought their lives. Soon Julie will hear 
what the kids especially liked.  Our graphic artist was at the performance and dearly loved it.  I wish you 
success. Hopefully, we can get you back to our area” 
 
Barbara Mann, Publicity Chair 
Colorado River Concert Association 
Bullhead City, Arizona 

“I want to tell you how much our audience enjoyed your concert here in Lompoc. People were talking about it for 
days afterward. Our local newspaper had a large front page picture and extensive article about the master class you 
conducted that morning. That's a wonderful thing you are doing. I know the band teachers really appreciated your 
sharing. Students need a shot in the arm every once in awhile to keep them motivated.” 

Judy Carpenter, Publicity Chair 
Lompoc Concert Association 
Lompoc, CA 
 
“Your performance on Thursday night was simply magical.  You're still being talked about.  We hope to have you 
return very soon.” 
 
Barbara Pierce, President 
Palm Springs Community Concert Association 
 
“Presidio Brass is a shining example of contemporary ensemble performance--crisp, disciplined playing, an engaging 
demeanor, and an ability to simultaneously honor the past and embrace the future.”   
Randy Hoffman, Publicity Coordinator and Concert Hour Curator 
Palomar College 
San Marcos, CA 

”The Presidio Brass concert was a great success. We had about 500 people in the audience and they loved the 
concert. We got nothing but positive feedback. Everyone was astounded at the turnout too. We have gotten our 
membership up.  That increase was obviously noticeable in the turnout for the concert.   

The educational outreach was also very successful. We had about 600 kids, from kindergarten to 4th grade. I think 
the Presidio Brass guys were a bit stunned at that turnout and at the youth of the audience. But they handled the 
kids beautifully, and I think they really enjoyed themselves. During the question and answer session practically all 
the kids had their hands in the air, and the ones called upon asked excellent questions or just told they guys how 
great the concert was. 

The after-concert reception also came off beautifully, and the Presidio Brass fellows seemed grateful for the nice 
treatment they got.”  

Peter Falley, President 
Grant County Community Concert Assn  
Silver City, �M 

 

 

 

 



“We all loved your concert.  I didn't hear one negative comment.   
Some comments I heard: 
‘What a great way to start our season!’ 
‘I could have listened to them for another hour!’ 
‘The blend and breath control was amazing!’ 
‘I didn't know a brass group could play that kind of music- fantastic!’ 
Again, thank you for your wonderful concert.  We also enjoyed having the time to 
visit with you.  Our best wishes for a continued great season.” 
 
Cathy Morrison, President 
Jackson County Community Concert Association 
Medford, OR 
 
“You guys were great…everyone loved you!” 
 
Lucinda Prewitt 
Laguna Live! 
Laguna Beach, CA 
 

teachers 
“During the educational performance, over 500 music students from across our county in grades 5-12 were simply 
awed by Presidio Brass's stunning programming and the reinforcement of instrumental music technique and 
fundamentals. 
 
Presidio Brass also went out of their way to give a masterclass to my high school band that was simply 
unforgettable. The group has an uncanny ability to relate musical concepts and  
fundamentals to students of all ages. 
 
While in Bryan, OH Presidio Brass demonstrated that they truly are one of America's premier brass quintets 
through a formal concert that was of the absolute highest musical  
quality. The musical program was by far one of the most technically challenging and professionally performed 
concerts I have ever had the joy of witnessing.” 
 

Andrew D. Feyes, Band Director 
Bryan City Schools 
Bryan, OH 
 
  
“We wanted to extend a great THANK YOU for the Presidio Brass performance at our school June 7th, 2006. It 
was an exciting and enjoyable show, not just for the kids in band, but for all the students who heard it. In fact, three 
students not in band have now joined, just because they had such a great time listening to you. The group’s 
professionalism and understanding of their audience made it one of the best experiences we’ve had with performing 
groups at the school.”   
 

Steve Acciani, Director of Bands 
Diamond Bar High School 
Diamond Bar, CA 
 
 
 
 



“I wanted to express our gratitude for the Presidio Brass performance that took place on November 14, 2007. I 
appreciate the efforts of the Mifflin Juniata Community Concert Association members in bringing quality music 
performing groups to our area and I am especially thankful that our students had the opportunity to listen to and 
interact with the professional musicians. The Presidio Brass members were exceptional players and we thoroughly 
enjoyed their presentation. Thanks for providing a wonderful opportunity for our students.” 
 
Kevin Cunningham, Director 
Juniata High School Band and Chorus 
Mifflin, PA 
 
 

audience members 
 
“… [we] enjoyed the concert so much.  We think it is about the best, perhaps the absolute best concert of the 
Community Concert Series we have attended in the seven or eight years we have subscribed." 
 
Mark Coffman 
Grants Pass, OR 
  
“Thank you for performing in Bryan, OH, tonight.  We really enjoyed your performance! Thank you for your gift of 
music, the passion you have for education, the fun you have playing, and for being so down-to-earth.  We will 
watch your calendar for your next visit in our area. “ 
 
Jane Yahraus 
Bryan, OH   
 
“The Community Concerts in our rural areas are a great opportunity for us and I love going. Many times we get 
very personable performers who are not very accomplished musically. And we get accomplished musicians that are 
not very personable. I must say that your quintet was the best of both. So, yours was definitely one of my favorite 
performances. Thanks so much to all!”  
 
�ina Buzby 
Matthews, VA 
 
“My wife and I greatly enjoyed your performance in Silver City, NM. Your choice of selections and the way you 
played them exceeded our best expectations. The regard you have for each other came across to us unexpectantly. 
We got the feeling that we were with you as participants rather than mere spectators. This is all together uplifting.” 
 
Martin and Sharon Young 
Silver City, �M 

students 

“you guys were amazing! Thank you so much for coming to our school and then playing the concert. The 
Incredible's...it was incredible. Just figured you should know. =]” 

 

Myspace page 
Lebanon, PA 
 
 
 
 



“Hey thanks alot you guys for coming to vista during our band camp..you guys were really inspiring! Keep up the 
good work! Can't wait to buy your album this fall!” 
 

Joshua 
Myspace page 
Vista, CA 
 
“i just wanted to say, thanks for coming down to my school last week. i really enjoyed your performance. you guys 
sounded amazing! and i'm inspired to actually have  
my own brass quintet...so thanks again!”  

 
Willard 
Myspace page 
Murrieta, CA 

professionals 

“You guys sound awesome – congratulations on all of your hard work and your initiative.  Way to go, and keep up 
the good work.” 
 

James Wilt 
Associate Principal Trumpet, Los Angeles Philharmonic 
 
“The Presidio Brass needs to be heard to be believed. Each one of the members is a virtuoso on his instrument and 
music flows out of them like a stream.”  
 

John Lorge 
Composer 
Principal Horn, San Diego Symphony 
 
“I am impressed with your playing…. The Christmas CD is particularly good. In fact it is one of the best Christmas 
Brass CDs I have ever heard.” 
 
Jim Self 
Tuba, Hollywood recording studios 
Principal Tuba, Pacific Symphony 

 
 


